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Criminal Justice Research and Public Policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Evidenced-based research fuels development of effective criminal justice in several ways. It ensures informed decisions are made, increasing the chances for effectiveness, thus reducing crime rates in the nation. Bardach and Patashnik (2016) posit that policy analysis should follow eight steps for reliable decision making. One of the elements noted here is research, where the policymakers' understanding is deepened, making them competent to make the right decisions. Research is also necessary for policy development, as it provides essential details. The criminal justice factors are many, and prioritization is needed to help the implementors attend to the urgent issues. 
The details provided by studies make them determine the elements to ensure immediately, thus making the process not only progressive but also reliable. For example, if research indicates drug substances led to crimes more than social, economic factors, the policymakers would start with drugs-related policies as they are urgently needed. Apart from that, research answers questions that would not be evaluated if opinions and emotions were used to assess. It makes them understand why some regions are affected by crime more than others and the situations leading to behavior. By providing this data, the lawmakers get an insight of the actions to take driving to a better decision making process. Therefore, evidence-based research is a must in policy development if the right outcomes are to be attained.
In my future role as a criminal justice professional, evidence-based research will inform me. The study will make me understand the dos and dont’s in the region, thus making me competent in executing my roles right. With research, I will determine the techniques that control crime rates and those that do not work. The other way research will inform my profession understands the boundaries of the job. For instance, I will learn and implement the laws and ethics in practice as well as ways to deal with ethical dilemmas. It is the case as studies describe the issues experienced in criminal justice practicing and the means to deal with them. Thus, I will consult research in the profession to determine the right actions and remain within the boundaries.
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